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Abstract
The objective of this study is to accurately measure the wettability contact angle of a cretaceous carbonate
reservoir in a vertical well set-up known for as an unconventional tight carbonate oil reservoir. Also,
to investigate the relative heterogeneity of these samples using digitally captured images; these images
accurately capture natural pore-system in this carbonate rock samples and their wettability performance
attributed towards building a vertical depth wettability/ heterogeneity model. To capture, measure and model
natural tight matrix static contact angle wettability in order to understand their new physics that will advance
unconventional tight oil reservoir characterization.

Entire vertical well depth reservoir core rock samples, in the form of rock fragments, are selected,
then imaged, and then characterized for porosity, permeability, tortuosity/ heterogeneity, and pore/ grain-
wettability contact angle in 2D format utilizing SEM-BSE imaging techniques. The generated big data
images will be quantified using pre-defined logic for tortuosity/ heterogeneity and wettability contact angle
measurement. Each rock sample will process several images captured at X40 (mm), X400 (μm), and X4000
(nm) magnifications and will investigate wettability/ heterogeneity relationships for unconventional tight
pore system from the entire vertical depth.

From measured data and computed logics, the major portions of captured rock investigated show water
wet tendency. The wettability distribution in the vertical 250 feet shows strong to medium and even weak
water-wet system variation (θ = 10° - θ = 90°). The dominant wettability is medium-water-wet (θ = 30° -
θ = 60°), and it is found in the middle section of the vertical column. Medium-water-wet indicates a good
candidate for secondary recovery water injection development programs. This study includes tortuosity/
heterogeneity quantifications from imaging 2D technology which is valuable in understanding vertical/
horizontal fluid movements.

The authors feel that this study will narrow the gap in understanding contact angle wettability,
heterogeneity characterizations from static conditions viewpoint and hence, the reservoir crude oil recovery
vertical profile history from vertical rock samples.
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2 SPE-214114-MS

Introduction
Generally, tortuosity and static wettability contact angle properties are both heterogeneous in porous media.
They are two complex phenomena that are difficult to evaluate together or even separately; nevertheless,
their formation in the vertical thickness of the reservoir.

Classic Kuwait carbonate reservoir is recognized to exist as a thick and fractured limestone formation
located in North Kuwait that indicates good production, but production is getting difficult in this formation
(1). In the North field, referred to in this study as "LIMESTONE" formation averages about 430 feet of
net-oil-pay. It exhibits a low matrix permeability from 0.0001 to 10's millidarcies and high porosity –
about 18%. Thus, these petrophysical reservoir general descriptions justified the agenda of maximizing
the production from LIMESTONE via characterizing the wettability as well as the tortuosity for future
improved oil recovery production programs.

A total of 27 core samples were proposed for this study. This study proposes the investigation of
static wettability contact angle and its subsequent tortuous-heterogeneity measurements through big data
pore-scale modeling using 2D digital imaging technologies. 27-core chips from carbonate native samples
covering the entire thickness of the selected reservoir are the candidates for EOR/ IOR unconventional
reservoir characterization and a case study for using this novel technique.

This study proposes a detailed characterization of this formation to accelerate future reservoir planning
and development. Since the world's demand for oil is increasing, and the price of oil is also growing,
reservoir engineers, who are responsible of field development, are looking forward to developing
this formation in the short term. This study is to offer information trial of reservoir characterization
application that suggests a novel proposed method for tortuous-heterogeneity and wettability contact angle
determination for tight carbonate oil reservoirs.

Background
Wettability is a complex phenomenon for it is difficult to yield accurate measurements, control quantitative
repeatability, shorten the time of experimental data generation, and high cost of analysis (2-10). A new
and novel technique using digital imaging technologies has addressed all these issues. Captured rock
physics is deterministically reported and big-morphological-quantified- data is measured. This technique
can be applied to any Kuwaiti EOR/ IOR reservoir candidate (11-14). Thus, this knowledge will assist in
understanding the nature of the reservoir and how better to drain it.

In this study, 2-dimensional images are used to characterize the morphology of the grains and pores,
using a two-step process (8, 14). In the first step, the image is captured. In the second step, the area and
average pore contact angle of such features are scanned using image analysis software that has the ability to
accurately measure several morphological parameters of pore and grain spaces as indicated in Figure 1. This
study utilizes area measurement and contact angle as the criterion parameter for all analyses. Morphological
features are calculated based on area and contact angle, which brings the level of information accuracy into
two dimensions. This information, which is considered "Big Data," is taken and analyzed to find answers
that enable cost and time reductions.
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SPE-214114-MS 3

Figure 1—Pore/ grain boundary morphological reservoir wettability contact angle and tortuous-heterogeneity model.

In order to measure the complexity of a porous medium, tortuosity is used to describes the geometry of
flow path. In other words, tortuosity is a measure of the degree to which the flow paths in a porous medium
deviate from straight lines. In the field of reservoir engineering, it is a measure of the complexity of the pore
structure of a rock and is an important parameter in determining the fluid flow characteristics of a reservoir.

One of the key factors that affects tortuosity is the rock type. Other factors that can affect tortuosity
include the porosity, permeability, and grain size of the rock.

There are several methods that can be used to measure tortuosity in a reservoir. One common method is
to measure the ratio of the apparent fluid flow path length to the straight-line distance between the inlet and
outlet points of the flow path as shown in Figure 2 (Tortuosity = L/L0). In oil production, it is an important
topological characteristic of oil reservoir rocks as well as its accurate determination is needed in enhanced
oil recovery studies.

Figure 2—Schematic description of tortuosity.

Tortuosity is an important parameter in reservoir simulation and modeling. It is used to model the flow
of fluids through porous media and to predict the behavior of reservoirs under different conditions. In
particular, it is used to estimate the effectiveness of recovery processes such as waterflooding, gas injection
and enhanced oil recovery methods. Tortuosity can be described as distance 1-D which is less complex, as
area 2-D, or as reservoir unit volume 3-D which is more complex. Therefore, it will depend on the model
logic and data that is needed to be obtained to interpret tortuous path.

According to Dai et al., 2012, tortuosity cannot be measured neither in a conventional lab tests nor to
be estimated precisely via an empirical formula. Several studies showed different methods to calculate
tortuosity based on their models. While the concept of tortuosity is poorly understood, because the work
does not go beyond much simplified models or using nondeterministic approaches, one of recent studies
mentioned that tortuosity is a tensorial property and it is function of pore geometry.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://onepetro.org/SPEG

O
TS/proceedings-pdf/23G

O
TS/3-23G

O
TS/D

031S039R
004/3084021/spe-214114-m

s.pdf/1 by M
issouri U

niversity of Science & Tech user on 15 M
ay 2023



4 SPE-214114-MS

In this incepted research study, wettability characterization (quantitatively) and tortuosity
characterization (qualitatively and quantitatively) are considered a deterministic microscopic approach
based on measuring the contact angle and area of actual pore size and distribution.

The study objectives are:

1. to accurately measure the wettability contact angle of a cretaceous carbonate reservoir in a vertical
well set-up known for as an unconventional tight carbonate oil reservoir.

2. to investigate the relative heterogeneity of these samples using digitally captured images; these
images accurately capture natural pore-system in this carbonate rock samples and their wettability
performance attributed towards building a vertical depth wettability/ heterogeneity model.

3. To capture, measure and model natural tight matrix static contact angle wettability in order to
understand their new physics that will advance unconventional tight oil reservoir characterization.

4. To predict the applicable recovery methods for such reservoir.

Table 1—Formulation of models.

Methodology
In order to achieve the objective of this study:

• Entire vertical well depth reservoir core rock samples, in the form of rock fragments, are selected,
then imaged digitally.

• Then these samples will be characterized for porosity, permeability, tortuosity/ heterogeneity,
and pore/ grain-wettability contact angle in 2D format utilizing SEM-BSE (scattered electron
microscope- backscattered electron detector) imaging techniques as indicated in Figure 3.
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SPE-214114-MS 5

• The generated big data images will be quantified using pre-defined logic for tortuosity/
heterogeneity and wettability contact angle measurement.

• Each rock sample will process several images captured at X40 (mm) which represents millimeter
scale, X400 (μm) which represents the micrometer scale of pore-spaces, and X4000 (nm)
magnifications which represents the nanometer scale and will investigate wettability/ heterogeneity
relationships for unconventional tight pore system from the entire vertical depth.

• Figure 4 represents the logical experimental design for this research.

• The study is spanned over 27 core samples based on actual fresh cores, and a routine core analysis
(RCA) was conducted to statistically measure some properties such as air permeability, porosity,
and grain density.

• Pre-logics of tortuosity used in this study shown in Table 2. In this study, on two of them are
considered which are (2D τ, Pore Area model) and (3D t, Frequency Volume model).

• The equations used for this study are available in Table 1

In the raw big data task, the data generated from 2D Image Technology and will be analyzed by the
following pore geometry that represents the morphology of each pore captured in the BSE-SEM image:

1. Pore counts.
2. Pore Area, A (μm2).
3. Pore Perimeter, P (μm).
4. Pore Elongations, unit less.
5. Pore Roundness, unit less.
6. Pore Width, W (μm).
7. Pore Length, L (μm).
8. Pore Aspect Ratio, τ (L/W) unit less.
9. Principle Long Axis, (μm).
10. Principle Short Axis, (μm).
11. Equivalent Diameter, (μm).

Figure 3—Image capturing procedure.
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6 SPE-214114-MS

Figure 4—Logical experimental design.

These deterministic measured parameters are critical to understand relationships between pore geometry,
porosity distributions, path propagations, and tortuosity of the shale rock. The data will be used to develop
models, interpretation, and comparative studies to quality and quantify Tortuosity. Using the discovered
knowledge, a logic framework diagram will be created to quantify heterogeneity.

Table 2—Pre-logics of tortuosity used in this study

Result and Discussion
Routine core analysis with porosity and permeability cross plotting is shown in Figure 5 and Figure 6 where
R2= 14.8% for this formation as like any carbonate reservoir so that BSE-SEM technique will be utilized for
better interpretation. Table 3 presents routine core analysis for air permeability, porosity, and grain density.
7 rock types are presented in this reservoir.
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SPE-214114-MS 7

Figure 5—Semi-logarithmic crossplot of air-permeability and porosity.

Figure 6—Log-log crossplot of air-permeability and porosity.

Table 3—Routine core analysis for this study. It shows that there are 7 rock typ
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8 SPE-214114-MS

Figure 7 indicates grain density from routine core analysis. There are three main grain minerals in this
limestone reservoir that make the heterogeneities more complex such as limestone, sandstone, and dolomite
(it creates fracture). Thus, it could have an impact on oil production process.

Figure 7—Grain Density Vs. Depth Profile

Figure 8 shows digital absolute permeability Carmen and Kozeny with depth Profile from SEM. Figure
9 shows digital porosity with depth Profile from SEM.

Figure 8—SEM digital absolute permeability by Carmen and Kozeny with depth Profile.
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SPE-214114-MS 9

Figure 9—SEM digital Porosity with depth Profile.

Figure 10 displays static wettability contact angle distribution from top to bottom of formation vertically.
At 400x, the vertical overall wettability contact angle is around θ = 60°. 400x magnification represents
pore connectivity (pore throats) while 40x for thin section representation and 400x for nanopore target.
Therefore, the tortuosity at this level of pore magnification (400x) will be used in this research to describe
the path of fluid movements in reservoir.
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10 SPE-214114-MS

Figure 10—Average Wettability Contact Angle Depth Profile for 40x, 400x, 4000x magnification.

Figure 11 shows digital tortuosity with each class from SEM for 400x magnification based on 2D (Pore
Area) pre-logic model for 27 samples (at each depth). It is clear that tortuosity is increasing with class
numbers. The first sample represents the top of reservoir while the last sample represents the bottom based
on the depth. It is clear that each sample has different tortuous paths and distributions. As a result, some of
them represents good path, moderate path, and difficult path.
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SPE-214114-MS 11

Figure 11—Digital tortuosity with each class from SEM for 400x magnification based on 2D pre-logic model.

Figure 12 shows digital tortuosity with depth Profile from SEM for 400x magnification based on 2D pre-
logic model. The pore area tortuosity 2-D pre-logic model is defined as the pre-determined regional class
average area over the entire total pre captured pore area. It can be seen that at high tortuosity values, the
reservoir has less heterogeneity which tend to be fracture in the middle of reservoir. However, in the low
tortuosity values, the reservoir is more heterogeneous. This because the relationship between tortuosity and
heterogeneity which describes in this study as H = 1 – (τ fraction) or H= 100 – (τ %). This simple model
is an attempt to understand heterogeneity in terms of tortuosity.
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12 SPE-214114-MS

Figure 12—Tortuosity based on 2-D pre-logic model at 400x.

Figure 13 shows the relationship between mean wettability contact angle (θ°) at 400x versus tortuosity
2-D pre-logic without outlier and it could be as linear polynomial equation with order five.

Figure 13—The relationship between mean wettability contact angle (θ°) at 400x versus tortuosity 2-D pre-logic without outlier.

Figure 14 shows digital tortuosity with depth Profile from SEM for 400x magnification based on 3D
pre-logic model. The pore volume tortuosity 3-D pre-logic model is defined as the pore area 2-D pre-logic
model multiplied by the pore frequency. Similar to 2-D approach but with less tortuosity values that means
a more complex system.
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SPE-214114-MS 13

Figure 14—Tortuosity based on 3-D pre-logic model at 400x.

Table 4 presents the statistics for wettability contact angle for the three magnifications for the 27 samples.
In this study, only mean value for wettability contact angle at each magnification will be considered.

Table 4—Statistics for wettability contact angle for the three magnifications for the 27 samples.

Figure 15 shows the candidate recovery type for this reservoir by using violin plot for wettability contact
angle. It could be better to implement low salinity flooding based on the concept of wettability contact angle.
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14 SPE-214114-MS

Figure 15—Candidate recovery type for this reservoir by using violin plot for wettability contact angle.

Conclusions
There are 3 main grain minerals in LIMESTONE to make the heterogeneities more complex: Limestone,
Dolomite, and Sandstone, which all were confirmed in the permeability architectures of this reservoir.

From measured data and computed logics, the major portions of captured rock investigated show water
wet tendency. The wettability distribution in the vertical 250 feet shows strong to medium and even weak
water-wet system variation (θ = 10° - θ = 90°). The dominant wettability is medium-water-wet (θ = 30° -
θ = 60°), and it is found in the middle section of the vertical column. Medium-water-wet indicates a good
candidate for secondary recovery water injection development programs. This study includes tortuosity/
heterogeneity quantifications from imaging 2D technology which is valuable in understanding vertical/
horizontal fluid movements.

Acknowledgment
This research has been totally financed by the Innovation and Technology (INT) team at Kuwait Oil
Company Contract: PP00S168S. The study team would like to thank Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) for
providing us with necessary information as well as reservoir rock samples. The KOC team is divided into
three teams: team KOC-North Kuwait (The end-user) lead by Dr. Chao Chen, Team-A KOC-R&T (The
technical) lead by Dr. Ali Qubian and Mr. Abdulaziz Safar, and Ms. Nora Al-Kudhair. Also, Team-B KOC-
INT (The management) lead by Mr. Hamad Al-Rashedi and Mr. Mohammed Al-Senafy. Also, the study team
would like to extend thanks to KISR management and support, Dr. Dawood Bahzad and Dr. Abdulhameed
Al-Hashem for management, support and patience. The team also would like to thank Ms. Suraiya Bandarkar
for her cooperation and coordination.

References
1. M. B. Alotaibi, R. Azmy, H. A. Nasr-El-Din, Texas A&M U., Wettability Challenges in

Carbonate Reservoirs, SPE Improved Oil Recovery Symposium, 24-28 April, 2010, Tulsa,
Oklahoma, USA. DOI: https://doi.org/10.2118/129972-MS.

2. A. G. Mitchell, L.B. Hazell, and K.J. Webb, British Petroleum, Wettability Determination: Pore
Surface Analysis, SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition, 23-26 September, New
Orleans, Louisiana, USA. https://doi.org/10.2118/20505-MS.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://onepetro.org/SPEG

O
TS/proceedings-pdf/23G

O
TS/3-23G

O
TS/D

031S039R
004/3084021/spe-214114-m

s.pdf/1 by M
issouri U

niversity of Science & Tech user on 15 M
ay 2023

https://doi.org/10.2118/129972-MS
https://doi.org/10.2118/20505-MS


SPE-214114-MS 15

3. Morrow N. R., New Mexico Petroleum Recovery Research Center, New Mexico Inst. of Mining
& Technology, Wettability and Its Effect on Oil Recovery, SPE-21621-PA, Society of Petroleum
Engineers, Journal of Petroleum Technology, 1 December, 1990. https://doi.org/10.2118/21621-
PA.

4. K. J. Webb, C.J.J. Black, BP Exploration, UK, T. Namba, ZADCO, Abu Dhabi, UAE, Resolving
Wettability in a Giant Carbonate Reservoir, SPE-36257-MS, Society of Petroleum Engineers,
Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference, 13-16 October, 1996, Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates. https://doi.org/10.2118/36257-MS.

5. Rao, Dandina N., Petroleum Recovery Institute, Wettability Effects in Thermal Recovery
Operations, SPE-35462-MS, Society of Petroleum Engineers, SPE/DOE Improved Oil Recovery
Symposium, 21-24 April, 1996, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. https://doi.org/10.2118/35462-MS.

6. Gupta R., and K. K. Mohanty, U. of Houston, Wettability Alteration of Fractured Carbonate
Reservoirs, SPE-113407-MS, SPE Conference Paper, SPE Symposium on Improved Oil
Recovery, 20-23 April, 2008, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA. https://doi.org/10.2118/113407-MS.

7. Hamon G., ELF Exploration Production, Field-Wide Variations of Wettability, SPE-63144-MS,
SPE Conference Paper, SPE Annual Technical Conference and Exhibition, 1-4 October, 2000,
Dallas, Texas, USA. https://doi.org/10.2118/63144-MS.

8. AlHakeem, K. Liu, University of Missouri Science & Technology, W. H. Al-Bazzaz, Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research, Up-Scaled Petrophysical Analyses Using Micro-Level Field-
Of-View Petrographic Images for the Kapuni Group, Taranaki Basin, New Zealand, Search and
Discovery Article #10953 (2017), Adapted from extended abstract based on poster presentation
given at AAPG June 19, 2017, Annual Convention and Exhibition, Houston, Texas, United
States, April 2-5, 2017.

9. Up-Scaled Petrophysical Analyses Using Micro-Level Field-Of-View
Petrographic Images for the Kapuni Group, Taranaki Basin, New Zealand
| Request PDF. Available from DOI: https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/321746768_Up-scaled_Petrophysical_Analyses_Using_Micro-Level_Field-Of-
View_Petrographic_Images_for_the_Kapuni_Group_Taranaki_Basin_New_Zealand [accessed
Oct 14 2018].

10. Anderson W. G., Conoco Inc., Wettability Literature SurveyPart2: Wettability Measurement,
Original manuscript received in the Society of Petroleum Engineers office Dec, 28, 1984, Paper
(SPE 13933 PA) accepted for publication July 23, 1985, Revised manuscript received March 3,
1986, JPT.

11. Buckly J. S., Petroleum Recovery Research Center, New Mexico Institute of Mining and
Technology, EVALUATION OF RESERVOIR WETTABILITY AND ITS EFFECT ON OIL
RECOVERY, First Annual Report, U.S. Department of Energy, July 1, 1996 - June 30, 1997.

12. Donaldson E. C. and W. Alam, Wettability, Copyright © 2008 Gulf Publishing Company,
Houston, Texas, USA, 2008. ISBN- 10: 1-933762-29-2, ISBN- 13: 978-1-933762-29-6.

13. Atlas TM Software, TESCAN Digital Microscopy Imaging, Atlas Main Executable, Version
2.9.1.0, Libu ina t.21, 62300 Brno, Czech Republic, May 2000.

14. Al W. H.-Bazzaz and Y. W. Al-Mehanna, Porosity, Permeability, and MHR Calculator Using
SEM & Thin Section for Characterizing Complex Limestone-Burgan Carbonate Reservoir.
Presented at Society of Petroleum Engineers Conference, SPE 110730, held at Asia Pacific Oil
and Gas Conference and Exhibition, 30 October-1 November, 2007, Jakarta, Indonesia 2007.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.2118/110730-MS.

15. Slatten J.C. and K.K. Perkins, "Introduction to Reservoir Engineering", Society of Petroleum
Engineers, (2003)

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://onepetro.org/SPEG

O
TS/proceedings-pdf/23G

O
TS/3-23G

O
TS/D

031S039R
004/3084021/spe-214114-m

s.pdf/1 by M
issouri U

niversity of Science & Tech user on 15 M
ay 2023

https://doi.org/10.2118/21621-PA
https://doi.org/10.2118/21621-PA
https://doi.org/10.2118/36257-MS
https://doi.org/10.2118/35462-MS
https://doi.org/10.2118/113407-MS
https://doi.org/10.2118/63144-MS
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321746768_Up-scaled_Petrophysical_Analyses_Using_Micro-Level_Field-Of-View_Petrographic_Images_for_the_Kapuni_Group_Taranaki_Basin_New_Zealand
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321746768_Up-scaled_Petrophysical_Analyses_Using_Micro-Level_Field-Of-View_Petrographic_Images_for_the_Kapuni_Group_Taranaki_Basin_New_Zealand
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321746768_Up-scaled_Petrophysical_Analyses_Using_Micro-Level_Field-Of-View_Petrographic_Images_for_the_Kapuni_Group_Taranaki_Basin_New_Zealand
https://doi.org/10.2118/110730-MS


16 SPE-214114-MS

16. Richardson J.F. and D.S. Ginn, "Fluid Flow in Porous Media", Elsevier, (2011)
17. Dusseault B.B., "Petroleum Reservoir Rock and Fluid Properties", Elsevier, (2000)
18. Ali Ghassemi and Ali Pak 2010. Pore scale study of permeability and tortuosity for flow through

particulate media usingLattice Boltzmann method Int. Numer J. Anal. Meth. Geomech.

D
ow

nloaded from
 http://onepetro.org/SPEG

O
TS/proceedings-pdf/23G

O
TS/3-23G

O
TS/D

031S039R
004/3084021/spe-214114-m

s.pdf/1 by M
issouri U

niversity of Science & Tech user on 15 M
ay 2023


	A Novel Technique For The Quantitative Determination Of Wettability Of A Severely Heterogeneous Tight Carbonate Reservoir
	Recommended Citation

	A Novel Technique for the Quantitative Determination of Wettability of a Severely Heterogeneous Tight Carbonate Reservoir
	Introduction
	Background
	Methodology
	Result and Discussion
	Conclusions

	References

