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Knowing methane desorption characteristics is essential to deﬁne the contribution of adsorbed gas to gas
well production. To evaluate the synthetic effect of a clay stabilizer solution on methane desorption
kinetics and isotherms pertaining to Longmaxi shale, an experimental setup was designed based on the
volumetric method. The objective was to conduct experiments on methane adsorption and desorption
kinetics and isotherms before and after clay stabilizer treatments. The experimental data were a good ﬁt
for both the intraparticle diffusion model and the Freundlich isotherm model. We analyzed the effect of
the clay stabilizer on desorption kinetics and isotherms. Results show that clay stabilizer can obviously
improve the diffusion rate constant and reduce the methane adsorption amount. Moreover, we analyzed
the desorption efﬁciency before and after treatment as well as the adsorbed methane content. The results show that a higher desorption efﬁciency after treatment can be observed when the pressure is
higher than 6.84 MPa. Meanwhile, the adsorbed methane content before and after treatment all increase
when the pressure decreases, and clay stabilizer can obviously promote the adsorbed methane to free gas
when the pressure is lower than 19 MPa. This can also be applied to the optimization formulation of
slickwater and the design of gas well production.
© 2021 The Authors. Publishing services by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of KeAi Communications Co. Ltd. This
is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

Edited by Yan-Hua Sun
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1. Introduction
Unlike conventional or tight gas reservoirs, the natural gas in gas
shale is mainly stored as a free gas phase and adsorbed gas phase,
and the adsorbed gas phase accounts for 20%e85% of the original
gas in place (Curtis, 2002), which is one potentially signiﬁcant
property impacting gas production over a long period of time (Rani
et al., 2018; Loucks et al., 2009). Moreover, with the depletion of a
gas reservoir, more adsorbed gas is translated into free gas, which
not only provides more gas for production but also helps to sustain
the free gas-phase pressure (Ambrose et al., 2010; Kuila and Prasad,
2013; Liu et al., 2021a). Thus, knowledge of methane desorption
kinetics and isotherms is very important when addressing the role
of shale gas desorption as being able to contribute signiﬁcantly to
production.

* Corresponding author.
** Corresponding author.
E-mail addresses: baib@mst.edu (B.-J. Bai), wangyl@upc.edu.cn (Y.-L. Wang).

Methane desorption kinetics and isotherms on gas shale have
been a hot research topic recently (Chai et al., 2019; Guo et al.,
2020; Hu et al., 2020; Wu et al., 2015). Dasani et al. investigated
the desorption behavior of pure methane (CH4), ethane (C2H6), and
their mixtures in a shale sample using thermogravimetric analysis
(Dasani et al., 2017). Etminan et al. discussed the theory of gas
adsorption-diffusion process through Fick's second law (Etminan
et al., 2014). Wang et al. stated that the adsorption processing
time extended linearly with the diameter of shale particle size
(Wang et al., 2016a). Moreover, methane desorption isotherm in gas
shale has been studied widely by gravimetric or volumetric
isothermal methods (Guo et al., 2013; Rexer et al., 2013; Zhou et al.,
2018). All the research results have demonstrated that methane
desorption on shale is affected by the mineral constituents in shale
rock (Heller and Zoback, 2014; Abdulkareem et al., 2020), total
organic carbon (TOC) (Manger et al., 1991; Ross and Bustin, 2007),
pore structure and micropore volume (Ross and Marc Bustin, 2009),
kerogen type (Chalmers and Bustin, 2008), and temperature (Zhang
et al., 2012).
At the same time, a few researchers have studied the effect of

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.petsci.2021.09.025
1995-8226/© 2021 The Authors. Publishing services by Elsevier B.V. on behalf of KeAi Communications Co. Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY license (http://
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Fig. 1. Schematic representation of experimental setup.

after clay stabilizer treatments were conducted experimentally
using volumetric method. We then analyzed the effect of the clay
stabilizer on methane desorption kinetics, desorption isotherms,
desorption efﬁciency and adsorbed methane content. These results
can be very helpful for better understanding the function of clay
stabilizer in slickwater, optimizing slickwater formula and
designing of gas production.

slickwater and its chemical compositions on the petrophysical
properties of shale (Hill et al., 2020; Liu et al., 2021b, 2021c, 2021d,
2021c; Siddiqui et al., 2019). Sun et al. studied the impact of surfactants on the imbibition mass in gas-saturated shale of the Marcellus shale in the Appalachian Basin of the eastern U.S. (Sun et al.,
2015). Neog et al. demonstrated that a surfactant could alter the
wettability of Wolfcamp shale (in western Texas, USA) to get a
higher recovery (Neog and Schechter, 2016). Sun et al. reported that
slickwater could signiﬁcantly reduce the amount of methane
adsorption on dry shale samples after slickwater treatment (Sun
et al., 2018). All of this research was conducted on dry shale samples before and after chemicals solution treatments and the effect
of the water in solution was not considered. However, the effect of
the water in slickwater should not be neglected because it can
occupy more than 99% of the total content (Sun et al., 2013; Wang
et al., 2020). Additionally, the clay stabilizer is a major composition
of slickwater, which is widely applied in gas shale reservoir stimulation and is known for its ability to inhibit clay swelling. Thus, it is
very meaningful to evaluate the effect of clay stabilizer solution on
methane desorption using a direct method.
The main purpose of this study is to investigate the clay stabilizer effect on methane desorption from Longmaxi shale samples
considering the effect of the water in their solutions. The methane
adsorption kinetics, desorption kinetics and isotherms before and

2. Experimental
2.1. Materials
The shale rocks in this study were obtained from a depth of
about 1072 m of the Longmaxi gas shale formation in the northeast
of the Sichuan Basin in Chongqing, China. The density of shale rock
is 2.56 g/cm3. Total organic carbon (TOC) content is 3.67 wt%. The
primary minerals of shale sample are quartz, clay mineral, dolomite
and plagioclase, and their contents are 47.4%, 31.6%, 9.1%, and 5.5%,
respectively. The components of clay mineral in this sample are
illite, cillite-smectite mixed layer and chlorite, and their contents
are 70%, 25%, and 5%, respectively. The pore volume of micropores
(d  2 nm), mesopores (2 < d  50 nm) and macropores (d > 50 nm)
occupy 1.71%, 86.78%, and 11.51% of total pore volume, respectively.
The rocks were crushed, and the shale powders with diameters
between 0.25 and 0.125 mm were collected and dried in an oven at
60  C for 48 h 130 g of samples was prepared for testing.
The clay stabilizer, as one of main compositions of slickwater, is
a small molecule cationic amine hydrochloride. Its function is
mainly to inhibit clay mineral swelling. Thus, 0.3 wt% of clay stabilizer solution was prepared with distilled water. Moreover, nitrogen (99.99 vol%) was used for testing void volume and checking
for potential leaks in the experimental setup. Methane (99.99 vol%)
was used as the adsorbate for conducting methane adsorption and
desorption kinetic and isotherm experiments.
2.2. Experimental setup
The static volumetric method was used under constant temperature in this study for measuring methane adsorption and
desorption kinetics and isotherms for shale powders. Speciﬁcally,
the methane adsorption and desorption were tested based on mass
balance equation, static gas balance and pressure measurement,
and the adsorbed-phase and free-phase gas contents were calculated according to the changes of the pressure, volume and gas
compressibility of the adsorbent before and after adsorption. This

Fig. 2. Pressure response of multiple-step methane adsorption kinetic and isotherm
experiment.
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Fig. 3. Methane diffusion kinetics during the adsorption process.

2.3. Experimental procedure

method has been used successfully in previous studies
(Chareonsuppanimit et al., 2012; Hall et al., 1994; Mohammad et al.,
2009; Sudibandriyo et al., 2003). The schematic representation of
the experimental setup is shown in Fig. 1. The reference cell and
sample cell were maintained in a constant-temperature water bath.
Nitrogen was applied to check for system leaks and to test the void
volume in the sample cell. Methane was used for the adsorption
and desorption tests on the shale powders. Pressure transducers
were applied for reading the pressure during the adsorption and
desorption progress, and the data were recorded in a computer. In
the liquid injection system, a displacement pump was used to inject
the clay stabilizer solution into the center of the powders in the
sample cell.

To evaluate the clay stabilizer effect on the methane desorption
kinetics and isotherms considering the process of liquid ﬂowing
into the samples as well as the function of huge-volume water, we
focused on the role of clay stabilizer on methane desorption kinetics and isotherms at 30  C. The procedure was implemented as
follows:
(1) Preparation. After 130 g of shale powder with a diameter
between 0.125 and 0.25 mm was placed into the sample cell,
a ﬁlter screen was used to prevent powder from entering the
valves. Then the sample was heated at 30  C.
(2) Checking for system leaks. To assure the thermal equilibration of samples, nitrogen was used to check for system leaks
3
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Fig. 4. Methane diffusion kinetics during the desorption process before it can be affected by the clay stabilizer.

at about 37 MPa and 30  C, until the pressure was reached
and kept constant for 2 h.
(3) Measuring void volume. The skeleton volume of shale powder in the sample cell was calculated based on Boyle's law by
using equilibrium pressure data before and after nitrogen
expanded four times. The void volume of the sample cell is
equal to the difference between the sample cell volume and
the skeleton volume of shale powder.
(4) Evacuating the vacuum reference cell and sample cell. The
reference cell and sample cell were evacuated for 24 h by the

vacuum pump. Then the valve between reference cell and
sample cell was turned off.
(5) Measuring methane adsorption for kinetics and isotherms
analysis. The reference cell was ﬁlled with methane. After
equilibrium, the reference cell was connected to the sample
cell. The pressure was read and stored before and after gas
expansion. The amount of adsorbed gas was obtained at each
stable pressure after the pressure was reached and kept
constant. The methane adsorption kinetics and isotherms
were obtained by repeating this step until the equilibrium
pressure reached about 30 MPa.
4
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Fig. 5. Methane diffusion kinetics during the desorption process after being affected by the clay stabilizer.

(7) Measuring methane desorption kinetics and isotherms after
the clay stabilizer treatment. The reference cell and sample
cell were ﬁlled with methane again until the pressure was
about 0.5 MPa above the maximum one in the process of
measuring the methane adsorption kinetics and isotherms.
After equilibrium, about 6 cm3 of clay stabilizer solution was
injected into the center of the sample cell by a displacement
pump. The difference between the void volume tested by
nitrogen and the volume of clay stabilizer solution injected
by displacement pump was obtained to calculate the
methane adsorption amount. After being maintained for

(6) Measuring methane desorption kinetics and isotherms on
dry shale powders. The valve between the reference cell and
sample cell was turned off. Then the methane in the reference cell expanded to the outside of the experimental setup
with a pressure drop of about 8 MPa. After equilibrium, the
valve between reference cell and sample cell was connected.
Repeat this step to the minimum pressure of about 3 MPa.
The pressure response was read and recorded in a computer
before and after expansion. The methane desorption kinetics
and isotherms were produced.

5
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Fig. 7. The relationship between the diffusion rate constant and the equilibrium
pressure.

Fig. 6. Modeling methane adsorption kinetic during adsorption stage at six equilibrium pressures.

24 h, the procedure continued by repeating the measurement of methane desorption kinetics and isotherms until the
equilibrium pressure reduced to about 3 MPa.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Experimental results
3.1.1. Pressure response curve characteristic of isothermal
adsorption and desorption
Fig. 2 illustrates a volumetric method pressure response during
multiple-step methane adsorption or desorption kinetics and isotherms on Longmaxi shale powder before and after the clay stabilizer treatment. The pressure curve can be divided into four
stages: the adsorption stage, desorption stage, gas equilibrium and
liquid injection stage, and the desorption stage after treatment. In
the adsorption stage, there are six equilibrium-adsorptionequilibrium processes where the methane in the reference cell
reached equilibrium in half an hour. Then, the methane expanded
into shale powder in the sample cell, and the methane in both the
reference cell and sample cell ﬁnally retained equilibrium again for
each process. Furthermore, in the desorption stage, there are six
equilibrium-desorption-equilibrium processes. Speciﬁcally, some
methane was extracted from the reference cell after the valve between the reference cell and sample cell was turned off. Then, the
valve was turned on again after the methane in the reference cell
reached equilibrium. Finally, the methane in the reference cell and
sample cell reached equilibrium again. After the methane was
injected again into the reference cell and sample cell, it was
maintained for 8 h to reach the equilibrium state. Then the clay
stabilizer solution was displaced into the center of the shale powder in the sample cell and was kept there for 24 h. The last step

Fig. 8. Modeling methane desorption kinetics during desorption process at different
equilibrium pressures.

consisted of measuring the methane desorption again as well as the
pressure curve after the clay stabilizer treatment, which had a
similar trend after the methane injection.

3.1.2. Kinetic curve characteristic of methane adsorption and
desorption
Figs. 3e5 present methane adsorption and desorption kinetics
during the processes of adsorption and desorption before and after
the clay stabilizer treatment, respectively. The tendency of the
pressure curve during the methane adsorption stage quickly

Table 1
Modeling results of methane adsorption kinetics during the adsorption stage.
Equilibrium pressure, MPa

Fitting equation

29.90
24.69
19.81
15.37
10.46
5.62

y
y
y
y
y
y

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼

0.0199x
0.0261x
0.0294x
0.0307x
0.0345x
0.0480x

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

10.300
9.2945
7.6348
5.7628
3.4992
2.0759
6

R2

Model

0.9825
0.9888
0.9809
0.9654
0.9945
0.9970

qt
qt
qt
qt
qt
qt

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼

0.0199t0.5 þ 10.300
0.0261t0.5 þ 9.2945
0.0294t0.5 þ 7.6348
0.0307t0.5 þ 5.7628
0.0345t0.5 þ 3.4992
0.0480t0.5 þ 2.0759

k
0.0199
0.0261
0.0294
0.0307
0.0345
0.0480
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Table 2
Modeling results of methane desorption kinetics on dried shale sample.
Equilibrium pressure, MPa

Fitting equation

24.86
20.12
15.07
10.00
5.31
2.75

y
y
y
y
y
y

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼








0.0146x
0.0167x
0.0219x
0.0263x
0.0273x
0.0290x

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

9.6688
8.8137
8.1117
6.9263
5.7619
5.0118

R2

Model

0.9877
0.9920
0.9909
0.9802
0.9966
0.9937

qt
qt
qt
qt
qt
qt

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼








k
0.0146t0.5
0.0167t0.5
0.0219t0.5
0.0263t0.5
0.0273t0.5
0.0290t0.5

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

9.6688
8.8137
8.1117
6.9263
5.7619
5.0118

0.0146
0.0167
0.0219
0.0263
0.0273
0.0290

Fig. 10. The relationship between the diffusion rate constant and equilibrium pressure.

Fig. 9. Modeling methane desorption kinetics during the desorption stage after the
clay stabilizer treatment at different equilibrium pressures.

decrease at the beginning and then slowly stabilize at the end repeats itself. Meanwhile, the methane adsorption amount also increases quickly at ﬁrst and then gradually slows down to ﬁnally
maintain a constant. The two curves describing the methane
adsorption kinetics follow the same tendency as in previous studies
(Dasani et al., 2017; Chen et al., 2019). All the pressure curves
during the desorption stages before and after the clay stabilizer
treatment have the same tendency, indicating that pressure increases quickly at ﬁrst and then gradually slows down before
achieving stability at last. Moreover, the methane adsorption
amount curves during desorption stages before and after the clay
stabilizer treatment all have the same trend, which indicates that
the methane adsorption amount decreases quickly at ﬁrst; then it
gradually slows down before ﬁnally retaining a constant.
3.2. Methane adsorption and desorption kinetic modeling
3.2.1. Intraparticle diffusion model
The intraparticle diffusion (IPD) model is widely applied for
analyzing adsorption kinetics (Bai et al., 2009; Wu et al., 2009). The
formula is expressed as follows:

Fig. 11. Modeling the methane adsorption isotherm and the desorption isotherm
before and after the clay stabilizer treatment.

Table 3
Modeling results of methane desorption kinetics during desorption process after treatment.
Equilibrium pressures, MPa

Fitting equations

26.54
20.44
15.15
10.27
5.14
2.75

y
y
y
y
y
y

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼








0.0279x
0.0281x
0.0287x
0.0347x
0.0368x
0.0386x

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

9.0542
7.9673
6.7245
5.3145
3.7566
2.9182
7

R2

Model

0.9991
0.9996
0.9917
0.9890
0.9938
0.9855

qt
qt
qt
qt
qt
qt

¼
¼
¼
¼
¼
¼








k
0.0279t0.5
0.0281t0.5
0.0287t0.5
0.0347t0.5
0.0368t0.5
0.0386t0.5

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

9.0542
7.9673
6.7245
5.3145
3.7566
2.9182

0.0279
0.0281
0.0287
0.0347
0.0368
0.0386
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3.2.3. Desorption kinetic modeling
The IPD model was also used for describing methane desorption
kinetics by using Eq. (1). Fig. 8 shows the methane adsorption
amount decreasing as a linear function of the square root of time at
the pressures of 24.86, 20.12, 15.07, 10.00, 5.31, and 2.75 MPa. The
ﬁtting equation, correlation coefﬁcient, model and diffusion rate
constant are listed in Table 2. Clearly, the methane adsorption
amount has a good straight line relationship with the square root of
time because all the correlation coefﬁcients are higher than 0.9802.
Parameter k distributes from 0.0146 to 0.0290.
3.2.4. Desorption kinetic modeling after clay stabilizer treatment
The IPD model is applied to ﬁt the methane desorption kinetic
data during the desorption stage after the clay stabilizer treatment
by using Eq. (1). The linear relationship between qt and t0.5 is
depicted in Fig. 9 at the pressures of 36.54, 20.44, 15.15, 10.27, 5.14
and 2.75 MPa. Table 3 lists the modeling results by showing the
ﬁtting equations, correlation coefﬁcients, models and diffusion rate
constants. It can be seen that qt has a good linear relationship with
t0.5 because all the correlation coefﬁcients are greater than 0.9890.
Parameter k distributes from 0.0279 to 0.0386.

Fig. 12. The desorption isotherm versus pressure before and after the clay stabilizer
treatment.

qt ¼ kt 1=2 þ C

(1)

3.3. The effect of clay stabilizer on methane desorption kinetics

3

where qt is the methane adsorption amount in cm /g, k is the
diffusion rate constant in cm3/(g$min1/2), C is a constant. The plot of
qt versus t1/2 should ﬁt as a straight line, and k and C can be
calculated according to the slope and the y-intercept. Thus, qt can
be calculated according to k, C and t.
3.2.2. Adsorption kinetic modeling
We applied the IPD model to determine the methane adsorption
kinetics on shale by using Eq (1). Fig. 6 illustrates that qt as the y axis
is a linear ﬁtting relationship with t1/2 as the x axis for six different
pressure points of 29.90, 24.69, 19.81, 15.37, 10.46, and 5.62 MPa.
Table 1 lists the ﬁtting equation, correlation coefﬁcient, model, and
diffusion rate constant. It is obvious that the methane adsorption
amount is well ﬁtted as a straight line with t1/2 because the correlation coefﬁcients range between 0.9825 and 0.9970. The diffusion rate constant distributes from 0.0199 to 0.0480 cm3/(g$min1/2),
and it decreases with the increase in equilibrium pressure, as
shown in Fig. 7.

After ﬁtting the relationship between qt and t0.5, we found that
parameter k during the methane desorption stage before and after
the clay stabilizer treatment is less than zero. We deﬁne the absolute value of constant k as the diffusion rate constant during the
methane desorption stage. Fig. 10 shows the plot of the diffusion
rate constant versus the equilibrium pressure before and after the
clay stabilizer treatment. The diffusion rate constant before the clay
stabilizer treatment decreases as the approximate linear relationship with equilibrium pressure. Moreover, the diffusion rate constant after the clay stabilizer treatment decreases approximate
linearly until the equilibrium pressure reaches 15.15 MPa, and it
remains stable when the pressure is bigger than 15.15 MPa.
Moreover, the diffusion rate constant after the clay stabilizer
treatment is signiﬁcantly bigger than that before the treatment,
indicating that clay stabilizer can obviously improve the diffusion
rate constant, and even promote methane to reach the bottom of
well with more quick speed. That is to say clay stabilizer solution
retaining in shale gas reservoir can increase the shale-gas well

Fig. 13. Desorption efﬁciency versus the pressure and desorption efﬁciency reduction
versus pressure before and after the clay stabilizer treatment.

Fig. 14. The ratio of adsorbed gas to free gas versus equilibrium pressure before and
after clay stabilizer treatment.
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production.

3.5. The effect of the clay stabilizer on desorption efﬁciency

3.4. The effect of the clay stabilizer on the desorption isotherm

Desorption efﬁciency is deﬁned as the desorbed amount of the
shale gas under the unit pressure drop to quantitatively characterize the desorbed quantity and desorbed rate. In this study,
desorption efﬁciency (h) can be expressed by the ﬁrst derivative of
the Freundlich isotherm equation as follows (Liu et al., 2020,
2021c):

3.4.1. The Freundlich isotherm model
The excess adsorption amount can be calculated through the
pressure response data based on volumetric method. Moreover, the
excess adsorption amount can be converted to absolute adsorption
amount using the following equation (Chen et al., 2019; Gasparik
et al., 2012; Krooss et al., 2002):

nabs ¼

nexc

1  rgas rads

h ¼ V 0 ¼ knP n1

Thus, desorption efﬁciency is calculated by using Eq. (7) after
modeling the Freundlich isotherm.
According to the expression of desorption efﬁciency as shown in
Eq. (7), the ﬁrst derivatives of the Freundlich isotherm model before
and after the clay stabilizer treatment are obtained by using Eqs. (5)
and (6) as follows:

(2)

where nabs is the absolute adsorption amount in cm3/g; nexc is the
excess adsorption amount in cm3/g; rgas is the density of the free
gas phase in g/cm3, and rads is the density of the adsorbed gas phase
in g/cm3. The adsorbed methane density of 0.548 g/cm3 is calculated by Thomas et al. (Rexer et al., 2013) using the supercritical
DubininRadushkevich model at 303.15 K, and this value is applied
in this work.
The Freundlich isotherm model is an empirical formula for
describing adsorption and desorption characteristics on a heterogeneous surface. The equation is expressed as (Wang et al., 2016b;
Dada et al., 2012):

V ¼ kP n

0

Before : h ¼ V ¼ 0:7732,P 0:5009
0

After: h ¼ V ¼ 0:3954,P 0:1520

where V is the methane adsorption amount per unit of mass shale
powder in cm3/g; P is the equilibrium pressure in MPa; k is the
Freundlich constant representing adsorption capacity; and n is a
constant.
3.4.2. Freundlich isotherm modeling
The relationship between V and P during the adsorption stage
and desorption stage before and after the clay stabilizer treatment
can be ﬁtted on the log-log scale plot as shown in Fig. 11 by using
Eq. (3), and the models can be expressed as follows:
(4)

Desorption before treatment V ¼ 1.5491P0.4991, R2 ¼ 0.9991

(5)

Desorption after treatment V ¼ 0.4663P0.8480, R2 ¼ 0.9990

(6)

(8)
(9)

Then, the desorption efﬁciency before and after the clay stabilizer treatment and desorption efﬁciency reduction are plotted in
Fig. 13. Here, the two desorption efﬁciency curves all increase while
equilibrium pressure decreases. The two curves have an intersection point. Before this intersection point, the desorption efﬁciency
before the clay stabilizer treatment is obviously greater than that
after, and the desorption efﬁciency reduction is less than 100%;
meanwhile, after this point, the desorption efﬁciency before the
clay stabilizer treatment is obviously smaller than that after, and
the desorption efﬁciency reduction is more than 100%. Thus, in this
paper, we can deﬁne this point as the desorption equivalent point.
When Eq. (8) is equal to Eq. (9), the pressure of desorption equivalent point can be calculated as 6.84 MPa and the desorption efﬁciency at this point is 0.30 cm3/g/MPa. Therefore, the higher
desorption efﬁciency after the clay stabilizer treatment can be obtained when the pressure is more than 6.84 MPa, and the desorption efﬁciency reduction increases as the pressure increases. This
can also guide the optimization of the ﬂowing bottom hole pressure
of a gas well after hydraulic fracturing.

(3)

Adsorption V ¼ 0.5404P0.8315, R2 ¼ 0.9859

(7)

3.6. The effect of the clay stabilizer on adsorbed methane content
Clearly, the methane adsorption amount and equilibrium pressure can be well ﬁtted by using the Freundlich isotherm model,
because the correlation coefﬁcients (R2) are all greater than 0.99.
Furthermore, the adsorption capacities of the adsorption and
desorption isotherm on dry shale samples are 0.5404 and 1.5491,
respectively, indicating there exists an obvious hysteresis phenomenon in the adsorption capacity between adsorption and
desorption isotherms. Meanwhile, the adsorption capacity of the
desorption isotherms before and after clay stabilizer treatments are
1.5491 and 0.4663, respectively. Moreover, the methane adsorption
amounts are calculated by using Eq. (5) at six equilibrium pressures,
which are the same as that found in the desorption process after the
clay stabilizer treatment. The comparison plot of the desorption
isotherm before and after the clay stabilizer treatment is shown in
Fig. 12. Clearly, the methane adsorption amount after the clay stabilizer treatment is substantially less than before, and the ratio of
the adsorption amount after the treatment compared to that before
the treatment reduces as the equilibrium pressure decreases.
Therefore, the clay stabilizer can obviously reduce the methane
adsorption capacity on shale powders.

Adsorbed methane in a shale reservoir has an obvious effect on
gas well production (Wang et al., 2017; Mengal and Wattenbarger,
2011). In this study, we deﬁne the ratio of adsorbed gas to free gas
as adsorbed methane content, which is used to analyze the inﬂuence of the clay stabilizer on the adsorbed methane content. The
ratio before and after the clay stabilizer treatment and the ratio
reduction are plotted in Fig. 14. Here, the ratio before clay stabilizer
treatment decreases quickly at ﬁrst; then, it gradually decreases.
The ratio after the clay stabilizer treatment gradually decreases
from the beginning, which is a little higher than that before
treatment when the equilibrium pressure reaches about 19 MPa.
Meanwhile, the reduction of the ratio after the clay stabilizer
treatment to the ratio before the treatment increases quickly at
ﬁrst, but then remains constant when the equilibrium pressure
reaches about 19 MPa. Therefore, the adsorbed methane ratio
before and after the clay stabilizer treatment increases with the
decrease in pressure, and the clay stabilizer can obviously promote
the adsorbed methane translate into the free gas phase when the
pressure is smaller than 19 MPa.
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Adsorption kinetics of the methane adsorption and desorption
on the Longmaxi shale powder before and after the clay stabilizer
treatment all ﬁt the intraparticle diffusion model very well. The clay
stabilizer can increase the diffusion rate constant during methane
desorption.
Methane adsorption and desorption isotherms on Longmaxi
shale before and after clay stabilizer treatment are all well ﬁtted
with the Freundlich model. An obvious hysteresis phenomenon
exists in its adsorption capacity curves between adsorption and
desorption isotherms. The clay stabilizer can signiﬁcantly reduce
methane adsorption amounts during methane desorption.
The desorption efﬁciency of methane on shale powder can be
substantially affected by the clay stabilizer. The clay stabilizer can
reduce the desorption efﬁciency when the pressure is less than
6.84 MPa. Conversely, the stabilizer can increase the desorption
efﬁciency when the pressure is bigger than 6.84 MPa.
The adsorbed methane ratio before and after the clay stabilizer
treatment increases with the decrease of pressure, and the clay
stabilizer can obviously promote the adsorbed methane transported into the free gas phase when the pressure is smaller than
19 MPa.
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